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SUBJECT: CRASH OF AIR MAURITANIE DC-3 ON JULY 23 
REF: NOAKCHOTT 1781 (NOTAL) 

1 . DC-3 LEASED BY AIR MAURITANIE (AIRM) FROM AIR SENEGAL CRASHED 
AND BURNED JUST SHORT OF TIDJIKDJA AIRPORT AFTERNOON JULY 23. 
SEVEN PASSENGERS WERE SLIGHTLY INJURNED IN EMERGENCY LANDING, 
BUT ALL PASSENGERS (29) AND CREW WERE WELL AWAY FROM AIRCRAFT 
BEFORE IT BURNED. AIRCRAFT IS TOTAL LOSS; ONLY LIL SECTION 
REMAINS. FOLLOWING REPORT COMES FROM KNOWLEDGEABLE BUT NON 
EXPERT OBSERVER WHO VISITED AND PHOTOGRAPHED CRASH SITE AND 
INTERVIEWED CREW MEMBERS JULY 24. 

2. ON NEMA-TIDJIKDJA LEG OF REGULARLY-SCHEDULED AIRM DOMESTIC 
SERVICE, 35 TO 40 MINUTES OUT OF TIDJIKDJA, RIGHT ENGINE OF 

AIR SENEGAL DC-3 SUDDENLY LOST OIL PRESSURE. CREW FEATHERED 
ENGINE AND CONTINUED ON TO TIDJIKDJA. IT SOON BECAME 
CLEAR THAT LEFT ENGINE ALONE COULD NOT MAINTAIN ALTI- 
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DUMPING BAGGAGE OUT CARGO DOOR.WITH LIGHTENED LOAD 
IT APEARED PLANE COULD HOLD ITS NEW ALTITUDE (WHICH 
BY THIS TIME WAS 2000 FEET) WITH ENGINE OPERATING AT 
METO(MAXIMUM EXCEPT TAKE OFF). BUT LEFT ENGINE THEN 
BEGAN TO OVERHEAT AND TO LOSE POWER. CREW ATTEMPTED 
UNSUCCESSFULLY TO RESTART RIGHT ENGINE. PLANE CON- 
TINUED TO LOSE ALTITUDE. 

3. WITH TIDJIKDJA IN SIGHT, PILOT LANDED AIRCRAFT 
WHEELS UP ON DESERT FLOOR. RIGHT WING TIP HIT GROUND 
AND SKIDED AIRCRAFT WROUND. AIRCRAFT ENDED UP ROUGH- 
LY 500 METERS SHORT OF END OF TIDJIKDJA RUNWAY. CREW 
HERDED PASSENGERS OUT. CO-PILOT OBSERVED SMOKE AND 
FLAME COMING FROM EXHAUST PIPE OF LEFT ENGINE. CREW 
WAS FULLY OCCUPIED IN GETTING PASSENGERS OUT OF DOWNED 
PLANE; NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TOEXTINGUISH FIRE. IN 
ROUGHLY THREEMINUTES FIRE SPREAD FROM ENGINE AND EN- 
GULFED PLANE. 

4. KNOWLEDGEABLE OBSERVER UNDERSCORED REPORT OF SUDDEN 
LOSS OF OIL PRESSURE; CLOSELY EXAMINED ONLY REAMAINING 
INTACT OIL COOLER; REPORTED IT BORE ROCK GASH, BUT NO 
SIGNS OF EXTRANEOUS DAMAGE, SUCH AS RIFLE FIRE. HE 

TOOK SOMEQHIRTY PHOTOGRAPHS OF CRASH SITE AND OF 
IDENTIFIABLE PIECES OF WRECKAGE (TAIL SECTION, LEFT 
AND RIGHTENGINES, ETC.) 

5. JULY 26 CHAAB CARRIES BRIEF REPORT OF ACCIDENT AND 
PHOTO OF TAIL SECTION. THEE IS NO INDICATION TO DATE 
WHETHER FORMAL CRASH INVESTIGATION HS BEGUN OR WHETHER 
ONE IS PLANNED. 

6. HUGHES AIRWEST MAINTENANCE TEAM WAS RESPONSIBLE 
ONLY FOR "TURN-AROUND MAINTENANCE" ON AIR SENEGAL DC-3. 
HEAVY MAINTENANCE WAS DONE IN DAKAR. PRESUMABLY UNDER 
VERITAS SYSTEM. 
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